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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


FRENCH PAPER INTERVIEWS FATAH'S ABU IYAD 
PM181311 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 14 Aug 82 p 5 


[Fatah leadership member Abu Iyad interviewed by Alain Wasmes in Beirut on 
13 August] 


[Excerpt] Beirut, 13 August--Through the window you could see the block of 
flats on the dividing line [immeuble mitoyen]. It hung in concrete tatters, 
entirely destroyed.... The whole Fakihani district all around the place where 
we were received by Abu Iyad, who is usually described as Fatah number two, 

is now no more than a heap of ruins. 


"I may be wrong, but, in my opinion, the Israelis do not want the Palestinian 
resistance to leave Beirut," the Palestinian leader said. "I think that at 
least until yesterday, Thursday, their plan was to take Beirut, and to de- 
stroy the PLO and its cadres. I do not know whether things have changed since 
yesterday. We will know what our position is in the next 48 hours," Abu Lyad 
added, referring to the difference of opinion between President Reagan and the 
Israeli prime minister which emerged after Thursday's bombings. Is that dif- 
ference of opinion merely a facade or is it real? According to the Palestin- 
ian leader it in fact amounts to a period of 48 to 72 hours set by the Is- 
raelis accompanied by a cease-fire. But Mr Habib's negotiations must produce 
the result they want. 


"The fact that they are setting those limits in that way is a threat; it is 
pressure which the Israelis are exerting on the Lebanese authorites,”" Abu 
Iyad thinks. "In any case, after what they did yesterday, all they can do 
now is use the nuclear bomb...." 


There were 11 hours of uninterrupted raids--the most violent day in the siege 
of West Beirut. Indeed the Israelis dropped more than 8,000 tons of bombs 

on the western half of the city, killing more than 500 people and destroying 
800 houses according to the Lebanese press. Today the Palestinian camps seem 
to have been virtually razed to the ground.... 


Abu Iyad thinks that those bombardments were aimed at breaking the Palestin- 
ian fighters’ morale "so as to force us to accept any condition, but also the 
Lebanese morale to force them to exert pressure on the Palestinians too. We 
were informed yesterday of the new conditions which Mr Habib returned with 

















trom Jerusalem. The Israelis claim that there are 8,240 Palestinian fighters 
in Beirut and they want a list with the real name and codename of those 8,240 
fighters. We will not give a single name. The Israelis are also asking that 
half of those soldiers should withdraw from Beirut under the protection of 
the Lebanese Army alone, before the international forces arrive and that 
would take around 7 days. Finally, they are demanding the release of the 
prisoners. Now we are only holding one prisoner (the air force pilot who 

was shot down over Beirut in June), and the restitution of the bodies of 11 
Israeli soldiers. That aspect of the negotiations is the province of the 
International Red Cross. The PLO has officially rejected those new conditions, 
and one important thing is that Lebanese Prime Minister M Al-Wazzan is con- 
vinced that we are right to reject them." 


[Question] Does that call into question your decision to withdraw from Bei- 
rut? 


[Answer] Not at all. But we are abiding by the document drawn up by Mr Habib, 
the Lebanese Government and the PLO. We never thought that we might receive 
anything in return for that decision. At the start of the siege we thought 
that with time there would be a change in the Arab position which could have 
altered the balance of forces, but our decision to withdraw from Beirut was 
based on the fact that the siege had become intolerable for the Lebanese 
people. The important thing is that we have made no political concession 
which compromises the future. This battle is a victory for our cause. I 

am optimistic about the future. 


On leaving Abu Iyad we crossed the old working class district of (Basta), 

the heart of old Beirut, inhabited by Sunni Muslims who have been living 

there for many generations. Around 100 meters of one of themain streets 

where the small traders had their stalls had been completely destroyed by the 
Israeli bombs. "But why, why did they do that? There was not a single Pales- 
tinian nor even a militiaman here," you were told by ali the dazed people 
questions amid the ruins. Why in fact did they do it if not to make the 
Lebanese authorities give in--authorities who now seem to be the ony obstacle 
to the plan of Israel's hawks.... 


[Abu Iyad speaks] "On the one hand a_ whole generation of revolutionaries had 
been trained, on the other hand this 70-day resistance, which had never before 
been achieved in Israeli-Arab conflicts, will have repercussions not only 

for the Palestinian people but even for the Arab peoples. Many Arab coun- 
tries would have preferred us not to leave Beirut so that we might be finished 
off. Others would have liked to exploit the blockade to obtain their align- 
ment with the Camp David policy. The victory won is a harvest stored with 
which to continue the struggle. The situation is not comparable with what 

we experienced in Jordan in September 1970. Nonetheless we were able to re- 
cover from that period. In any case there can be no Palestinian revolution 
without independent decisions. Now it was not our presence in Lebanon which 
guaranteed our independence but our will to guarantee it, and we maintain 

that will. 





"Many Arab countries are now agreeing to accept us. The distribution of our 
evacuated forces will be carried out according to our strategic decisions 


for the future...." 
CSO: 4400/448 














INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


HUNGARIAN TV INTERVIEWS ‘ARAFAT ON PLO'S FUTURE 
LD241918 Budapest Domestic Television Service in Hungarian 1730 GMT 24 Aug 82 


[Text] Over the past few days two staff members of Hungarian television, 
Alajos Chrudinak and Mihaly Halasz, visited besieged Beirut. They were given 
an exclusive interview by Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. 


[Begin recording] [Chrudinak] Mr ‘Arafat, many people believe that you have 
suffered a military defeat in Beirut. However, the war has ended with your 
moral and political victory over Israel. In your view, how will the Pales- 
tinian movement come out of this struggle? 


["Arafat in Arabic with superimposed Hungarian translation] Look, I would 
prefer if we did not talk a great deal about the coming period and about 

what is going to happen. The most significant result is that we have honor- 
ably carried out what we promised earlier and that we have not yielded ground. 
We said we were not the strongest Arab army, that we were not the largest 
Arab army but we were the only force prepared to fight against the attacking 
Israeli Army. And we did fight. During this war we fought for much longer 
than the other Arab countries taken together in all the other Arab-Israeli 
wars. 


[Chrudinak] And what are you going to do after withdrawal from Beirut? 


['Arafat] I draw your attention to a very significant issue. When we de- 
cided, within the framework of the Lebanese-Palestinian joint military com- 
mand, that we would approve for our departure from Beirut--doing this in 
accordance with the Jidda agreement of the Arab countries and resolution 

No 517 of the Security Council--we did so for one reason only, namely to 

save the children of Beirut. This is because Beirut was going through such 
inhumane [sraeli attacks that had not been encountered by any other Arab coun- 
try. This is why it is so important that the whole world should know we are 
leaving Beirut to save the children and women of Beirut from Israeli genocide. 
We owe this to all the children of Beirut. 


[Chrudinak] What kind of future can the PLO expect? What are your plans? 
Where is to be your place of residence? 











|'Arafat] You must be aware that Beirut was only one of our centers. On 
the basis of the resolution of the Palestine National Council, my true and 


primary place of residence is Jerusalem. 
{Chrudinak] Where are you leaving for? Are you going to Syria or Tunis? 


['Arafat] If you ask me where I would like to go, I would say it is to my 
country of birth, Palestine. I will continue to struggle for this in the 
future. This is because there is no other place for us; we would be refugees 
everywhere else. The only place where I an my people can return to is our 
country of birth. [End of recording] 


CSO: 4400/448 

















INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


KUWAITI PAPER INTERVIEWS FATAH COUNCIL MEMBER 
GF260630 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 25 Aug 82 p 18 


[Interview with Fatah Revolutionary Council member Mahdi Bsaysu, alias Abu 
"Ali, by the information delegation of the Palestinian Journalists and Writers 
Association, Kuwaiti branch, in Al-Biqa' Valley, Lebanon--date not given] 


[Excerpts] [Question] What are the probable possibilities regarding the 
situation in Beirut? 


[Answer] All possibilities are probable, but they are all limited by two 
aspects: one military and the other political. Lately, the situation has 
been leaning towards a political solution. However, no matter what the 
results of the Beirut battle will be--whether the martyrdom of the revolution's 
command due to the Zionist enemy's attempt to pursue a military solution by 
launching a sweeping operation, or the departure of the fighters on the basis 
of a political solution, the Palestinian revolution which is deeprooted in our 
Palestinian and Lebanese Arab people will not end. It will continue until 

all of the Palestinian national soil is liberated. Here we should emphasize 
one thing which is the fact that we did not imagine or know for an instance 
that our forces were capable of achieving a strategic victory without the 
participation of all Arab people from the ocean to the gulf. Furthermore, 

I say that the current war could have been a turning point in the course of 
the conflict had it been not for the disjointed Arab situation and the pres- 
sure and suppression our Arab people are subjected to. 


[Question] What about the future of the Palestinian revolution? 


[Answer] This reminds me of a question that was raised to Abba Eban when the 
Zionist entity decided to withdraw 10 kilometers from the Suez Canal. The 
question was: "Does this withdrawal mean abandoning the slogan of the greater 
[Israel from the Euphrates to the Nile?" Abba Eban's answer was" ‘It is 

not an abandonment at all, but every epoch has its own circumstances and its 
own understanding. We did not specify whether the predominence of greater 
Israel would be geographic or political. That is, if we achieve political 
control over the countries of the region we will have achieved our goals." 


This shows that the war with the Zionist enemy will not stop even if all the 
Arab governments and people are subjugated. The war will not stop because 
we, in the Palestinian revolution, will not stop fighting. Perhaps we will 











become weak and scattered here and there but this will be for a limited period 
of time. Then the Palestinian revolution will come back stronger and firmer 
than before the war. Thus, we decide the future of our national cause, and 
when I say we I mean all the sons, fighters and revolutionaries of our people. 
If the enemy thinks that his military blows will destroy our people and our 
cause and stamp out our national rights he is deluding himself, because our 
struggle will not stop at the limits of the flimsy autonomy or the limits 

of a state within the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Our struggle will continue 
until all of the Palestinian national soil is liberated, the imperialist plans 
are defeated and the determination of the future of Palestinian and Arab in- 
dividuals is achieved according to free will and not as the masters and the 
slave want. 


Therefore, let everyone rest assured, enemies and friends, that the revolution 
was begun to achieve the goals of our people and the struggle will continue 
until these goals are achieved. 


CSO: 4400/448 














ALGERIA 


ECONOMIC PLANNING REQUIREMENTS, RESULTS DISCUSSED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 26 Jul 82 pp l, 3 


[Text] A relatively satisfactory development of the economic and social 
situation; the achievement, under great pressure, of balanced foreign trade 
despite the uncertainty of the international oil market; and proper financing 
of the economy: These are the most remarkable results registered in 1981, a 
year that had a high rate of growth in its gross national production: 7 per- 
cent in volume, except for hydrocarbons. 


In addition, the supplying of the economy was uninterrupted, for the most part, 
while the use of import credits was relatively low, mainly because of the 
positive trend of the economy. 


These encouraging results for the second year of the 5-year development plan 
undeniably express the progress achieved in the area of planning in general 
and the execution of planned programs, despite delays in certain sectors. It 
is true that major political, economic, social and administrative plans have 
increased the overall capacity for the implementation of planning, which was 
truly becoming the tool needed to carry out the development strategy contained 
in the fundamental documents of the revolution: the Tripoli Program, the 
Algiers Charter, the National Charter and the Constitution. 


If one were to describe results achieved thanks to planning, one could state 
that today, 20 years after independence, that the development thus fostered has 
resulted in a far-reaching transformation of the nation. One recalls the 
situation of economic and social deterioration left by colonization resulting 
in structural underdevelopment owing to the colonialist and monopolistic nature 
of the main economic activities and the domination of the instruments of man- 
aging the economy (finance, foreign trade, and so on). 


The Algiers Charter states that on the eve of independence, the agricultural 
sector employed from 65 to 70 percent of the active population, but supplied 
only 22 percent of the national income. It points up the weakness of indus- 
trialization, essentially concentrated in the small food industry. The Algiers 
Charter also stresses the parasitic swelling of the tertiary sector and our 
dependency in the area of foreign trade (80 percent of Algeria's exports went 
to France, which provided most imports) and finance. The Algiers Charter goes 
on to point out that the transferability of money betweer Algeria and France 
resulted in a capital drain of 110 billion francs in 1962. 























the launching of the Constantine Plan in 1959 was to accentuate this depen- 
dency, while aiming at political objectives: prohibiting Algeria from having 
any other alternative than remaining in the colonialist sphere. Thanks to 
intensive working of hydrocarbons, this policy was in fact aimed, thanxs to 
the promotion of superficial reforms in agriculture and the creation of makeup 
industries that would broaden the capitalist market, at permitting the emer- 
gence of an allied local bourgeoisie. 


2 Million Jobs 


Twenty years after independence, the main economic and social indicators re- 
fiect the remarkable progress made. 


In the area of employment, efforts have resulted in a substantial drop in 
unemployment. The number of jobs, which was about 1.7 million in 1966, rose 
to 3.4 million by 1982. This evolution has mainly been marked by the growth — 
in nonagricultural employment, which has gone from about 50 percent in 1966 
to 70 percent in 1982, some 2 million jobs, compared with from 700,000 to 
750,000 in 1963-1964. 


With respect to education and training, statistics show a remarkable develop- 
ment. The enrollment in elementary schools went from 778,000 in 1962-1963 

to 3,178,912 in 1981-1982. Regarding intermediate and secondary education, 
the number of students, which was 51,000 in 1962-1963, rose to 1,140,348 in > 
1981-1982. The total at the university level (excepting institutes of tech- 
nology) was 79,631, compared with 2,200 in 1962-1963. 


The fact nevertheless remains that the 1962-1982 period did not achieve the 
general enrollment of children between the ages of 6 and 13 because of diffi- 
culties encountered in providing that education, particularly in rural areas. 


In the field of health, the higher life expectancy, which rose from 47 years 
in 1962 to 57.4 in 1980, shows an improvement in the general state of health 
of the people. While Algeria had one doctor for every 9,500 inhabitants in 
1964, it now has one for every 2,500. Despite the substantial drop in infant 
mortality, the rate is still high (about 100 per 1,000). 





The housing sector has not kept pace with needs that have developed since 1966, 
however. Construction between 1967 and 1978 amounted to under 400,000 units, 
which has meant an increase in the rate of occupancy: from 6.1 persons in 

1966 to 7.1 in 1977. 


In addition, the 1962-1982 period registered a substantial increase in house- 
hold consumption, reflecting the improved living conditions now enjoyed by 
Algerian citizens stemming from the growth in jobs and income. Per capita 
consumption rose in real terms from 3.5 to 5 percent annually between 1967 

and 1981. On the economic level, there was a considerable increase in national 
production in current prices -- over 15 times 00 as well as in constant prices 
(volume): from 7 to 7.5 percent between 1967 and 1979 and about 7 percent 
(excepting hydrocarbons) in 1980 and 1981. 














From the structural standpoint, production was marked by profound modifica- 
tions: a relative drop in the share of agriculture and an increase in the 
share of hydrocarbons and industrial production activities. 


There was also a considerable increase in accumulation and the rate of accumu- 
lation, an increase in foreign trade and a strengthening of the public sector 
stemming from the nationalization policy, public investments and the autono- 
mous development of the sector, which now produces from 50 to 60 percent of all 
national production, compared with 10 to 15 percent in 1963. 


Consequently, some 20 years after independence, the results obtained show that 
planning was the necessary tool for development, along with the implementation 
ot the guidelines of the fundamental charters of the revolution. In this 
connection, the National Charter refers to "integrated, harmonious develop- 
ment, based on planning that is scientific in conception and democratic and 
imperative in application." It also states that "in order to be successful 
and fultill its role, planning must be applied to all government machinery 

and be inspired by the concerns and aspirations of all classes and groups in 
the nation." 


With the nature and objectives of planning thus defined, it has been a ques- 
tion, from the time the programs were launched, of creating the necessary con- 
ditions. The nationalization of the banking system, foreign trade, mining 

and hydrocarbons and the establishment of national structures responsible for 
taking over nationalized interests and promoting development, especially in 
the area of basic sectors deemed to be strategic, were indispensable actions. 
[t was also necessary to define the stages of development and establish prior- 
ities based on general economic and social conditions. For example, the 
objective until 1970 was to get the economy back on its feet, to establish 

the conditions needed for overall, independent development and to undertake 
action aimed at reducing unemployment, providing education and undertaking 
operations that would help the most deprived regions. 


The first 4-year plan for 1970-1973 marked the actual startup of planned devel- 
opment. The 1967-1969 plan, based on 7-year prospects and worked out by 
central government agencies, cannot in fact be perceived as a plan, but rather, 
as a simple investment program accompanied by organizational measures and 
special regional programs. 


The 1970-1973 plan was aimed at a considerable increase in the w’!me of in- 
vestments (some $30 billion) and a more pronounced economic integration. It 
initiated the democratization of the drafting of planned programs by including 
the participation of an enterprise. This democratization was rather limited, 
however, by the fact that workers had not yet found any framework for parti- 
cipation in the socialist management of enterprises. The governorates them- 
selves have only limited involvement in drafting of the plan. 


The plan granting priority to industry was nevertheless marked by the strength- 
ening of instruments of execution: introduction of the annual plan as a frame- 
work for medium-range execution and promotion of the "planned investment" no- 
tion. 

















The fact remains that in general, planning did not truly mark the period, as 
shown by inadequacies in the objectives defined and the means available. 


Responsibility 


It was not until the second 4-year plan for 1974-1977 that planning would truly 
mark economic and social development, particularly with respect to the drafting 
of the plan. Long preparations and a better dissemination of information | 
made it possible to launch democratization, particularly with respect to the 
definition of objectives. 


It should be noted, however, that poor technical preparation of the decentral- 
ized structures, shortages of human and material resources and a whole series 
of objective limitations prevented the attainment of the goals set forth. 


The annual plan, which was initially to be a framework and phase of coordina- 
tion, both of means and objectives and of the sectors themselves, was perceived 
only as a way to classify investment operations to carry out or initiate. 

The logical result was intersectorial competition in many fields and infringe- 
ments of authority at the enterprise level, resulting in major imbalances and 
excessive recourse to foreign assistance. 


In addition and as a result of the combined effect of the broadening of the 
material ‘ase of the economy, the persistence of pronounced centralization in 
management of the production apparatus and delays in administrative, financial 
and commercial mobilization, bureaucratic deviations appeared and contributed 
greatly to a decline in the general performance of economic activity. 


Nevertheless, this period of planning made it possible to draw a series of 
conclusions that would be an essential contribution to the continuation of 
development. | 


The intense work of analysis and reflection involving all levels continued 
throughout 1979 and 1980 and resulted in better knowledge of the causes and 
impact of the tension created. 


The Fourth Congress of the FLN, which gave top political priority to planning, 
was able to adopt the main guidelines of the coming phases: decentralization, 
rezional planning, a rational deployment of activities throughout the terri- 
tory and reorganization. 


Regional planning structures were strengthened in order to permit greater 
participation by Local communities. 


Consequently, the work of drafting the 1980-1984 plan took into account the 
results recorded in the economic and social fields during the 1967-1968 
period, properly situating and analyzing the positive and negative factors, 
the main lines of economic and social development to be followed between now 
and 1990 adopted by the December 1979 session of the FLN Central Committee, 
and the necessary participation of all: economic agents at the technical and > 
administrative as well as the political level. During this planning period, 
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democratization of the drafting of the plan has shown remarkable progress 
at the level of enterprises, local communities and the nation as a whole. 


This organization of plan preparations has made it possible to better evaluate 
needs to be satisfied at the regional and local levels and to spell out devel- 
opment objectives for the different regions. All information gathered has 
resulted in a coherent hierarchization of action and priorities with respect 
to development of the High Plateaus, city planning and development of regional 
economic capacities. 


The important aspect contained in the current plan, whose main lines were 
adopted by the special party congress in June 1980 and then examined and 
passed in the form of a law by the National People's Assembly, undoubtedly 
remains the improvement and reorganization of operation of the economy, which 
has a double objective: broader diffusion of responsibilities and stronger 
planning through its extension to all economic and social activities such as: 
investment, production, income, consumption, prices, foreign assistance, 
financing, commerce, and so on. This extension will permit more coherent 
decisions at the central level and a better response to the growing complexity 
of the economy thanks to a more rational use and more judicious allocation of 
resources. 


Another important aspect is stronger planning, which must in the future be 
respected more by all economic agents. Henceforth, annual plans must be insti- 
tutionalized as instruments of coordination and the implementation of planning 
with respect to execution, regulation and adjustment at the national level and 
to production plans at all levels (unit, enterprise, sector, commerce, gover- 
norate, national level) and must be the essential tools for managing economic 
and social activities with respect to content and schedules. 


The 5-year development plan (1980-1984) undeniably marks an important phase in 
the strengthening of planning. The plan, which will henceforth have a more 
pronounced political nature, is in fact based on the definition of long-term 
objectives, the scientific knowledge of the results of development, permitting 
greater coherence between programs and the means used, and on the participa- 
tion of the greatest number of economic agents in order to achieve greater 
democratization. In addition, through a whole series of measures on the 
political, economic and social levels (examination and approval by the congress 
and Central Committee of the FLN, the National People's Assembly, reorganiza- 
tion of the economy and reorganization of enterprises, decentralization of 
responsibilities, greater powers for local communities and an improvement in 
their capacities, socialist management of enterprises, SGT [expansion unknown], 
and so on), the current planning period provides better conditions than in the 
past for proper execution of the programs planned. 


Another important measure, the decision to present progress reports on the 


plan by the different economic agents, will permit better control and future 
readjustments of objectives during the plan. 


li 














In conclusion, through its evolution and the phases of its reinforcement since 
independence, planning is more than ever perceived as the indispensable tool 
for the pursuit of a strategy for independent national development and for 

the establishment of a socialist society, in keeping with the basic texts of 
the Algerian revolution. 


11,464 
CSO: 4519/2611 
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BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


CENSUS FIGURES RELEASED--Bahrain's total population stands at 350,798, ac- 
cording to figures released this week by the director of statistics and drawn 
from last year's census. Of that number, 238,420 are Bahraini: according to 
the table (below), which groups the population by age, nationality and sex, 
the numbers of Bahraini men and women are evenly matched. For example, in the 
25 to 29 age group, there are 9,801 males and 9,114 females. However, move 
to the expatriates in the same age group and there are 20,691 men and only 
4,562 women. [Excerpt] [GF211241 Manama GULF MIRROR in English 21 Aug 82 p 3] 


CSO: 4400/433 
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EGYPT 


EGYPT'S GHALI VIEWS U.S. STANCE ON MIDEAST 
PM271437 Paris LE MATIN in French 25 Aug 82 p 10 


[Interview with Butrus Ghali, Egyptian minister of state for foreign affairs, 
by Jean-Louis Arnaud in Paris, "Following Monday's (23 August) meeting with 
(French) External Relations Minister Claude Cheysson"] 


[Text] LE MATIN: In the Beirut settlement Egypt has paradoxically adopted 
a tougher stance than many other Arab countries. Why did it refuse to admit 
Palestinian fighters, in view of the fact that there was no prospect of an 
overall settlement? 


Butrus Ghali: It is a matter of principle. We insisted on a close link 
between the Palestinians' departure and a global solution, while knowing 

full well that the problem would not be resolved in a few days. Unless the 
Palestinians leaving Beirut take their hope with them, the moderates are un- 
likely to prevail. It will be difficult to prevent the movement from being 
seized by extremists. We wanted the United States and the international com- 
munity to ensure the conclusion of an agreement on certain principles. 





LE MATIN: You did not achieve this.... 


Butrus Ghali: No, we did not, but some kinds of progress are only made in 
times of crisis. This is why we have pressed--and are still pressing--the 
Americans. Indeed, the remarks just made by Secretary of State George Shultz 
are already a promising start. 





LE MATIN: A promising start? 


Rutrus Ghali: I would say that it is a step forward, a new attitude that did 
not exist on his predecessor's part. This is the reason for France's and 
“evpt's diplomatic action. We must keep international attention centered on 
the Palestinian »vroblem and prevent it from being relegated to the back- 
pround. 


LE MATIN: Do you believe that the French and Egyptians have prompted a new 
U.S. viewpoint on matters in the Middle East? 
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Butrus Ghali: Certainly. The Europeans’ stances are not immaterial. The 
ten, though they are the Americans’ special allies, have shown in their 
statenents that they do not share the very passive U.S. stance. They talk 
about self-determination, about involving the PLO in negotiations, about 
dialogue and about mutual recognition. These are extremely important con- 
cepts which seem likely to be accepted by the U.S. administration and which 
are already accepted by a large proportion of the U.S. public. 


LE MATIN: But there is nothing really new in the secretary of state's re- 
marks.... 


Butrus Ghali: Yes, there is, but because some things have never been said 
since the Reagan Administration has been in power, mention has heen made 

oi: the withdrawal of the Israeli troops from the West Bank and Gaza. This 
idea, which was defended by the Carter Administration, was not mentioned for 
2 years under the Reagan Administration. The whole of Camm David is based on 
an Israeli army withdrawal from Sinai, then a withdrawal from Gaza and the 
West Bank, with a redeployment of troops at certain military bases for a 
transitional period. Enough time for the formation of a Palestinian acminis- 
tration responsible for administering these territories during an initial 
stage and then for negotiating the final status with the Israelis. Camp 
David has been emptied of its substance by the Israelis. The attempt to re- 
store a new value to it is in itself a first step toward a change. 


LE MATIN: Do you see adequate signs of change on the Americans" part? 





Butrus Ghali: I want to be clear. I am not saying that the Americans have 
evolved sufficiently. They have given signs that provide us with some degree 
of hope. But it is not enough. We must continue our action. You Europeans 
and you French must act to ensure that what are just signs become adequate 
signs. 


LE MATIN: What steps do you suggest in the immediate future? 


Butrus Ghali: What is necessary is first of all to induce Israel to withdraw 
its troops from Lebanon, and then from the West Bank and Gaza, while attempt- 
ing to create an atmosphere of confidence among the Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza and to rebuild the entire edifice whicth has been destroyed 

by the Israeli aggression in Lebanon and Beirut. 


LE MATIN: Do you wish to bring all that into the new version of the Franco- 
Egyptian draft resolution before the Security Council? 


Butrus Ghali: In the new version the basic idea would be recognition of the 
right of self-determination for the Palestinians. That recognition is a hope 
given to the Palestinians, an encouragement to enter into dialogue with the 
Israelis. We are continuing--as has been our aim for 5 years--to encourage 
the moderates among the Palestinians to recognize the State of Israel as a 
first stage. The dialogue will not begin immediately with the Israelis, but 
will take place with the Americans, which is an initial step. At the Security 
Council, after amending our resolution, we wish to attempt to secure a 
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broad consensus and, above all, to be in touch with the United States to pre- 


vent its using its veto. 
LE MATIN: So first Washington and then the United Nations? 


Butrus Ghali: We can start debating at the council without requesting a 
vote and only do when we have secured the Americans' agreement. 


LE MATIN: When could the Security Council debates begin? 


Butrus Ghali: We have not as yet decided: it is a matter of opportuneness. 
It is necessary to take into account the international timetable--the Islamic 


Summit, the Arab Summit, the nonaligned countries’ meeting--to create the 
maximum chance of the debate's making an impact. 


LE MATIN: It is necessary to await the Arab Summit meeting? 

Butrus Ghali: Not necessarily. 

LE MATIN: Egypt will be absent from the Arab Summit.... 

Butrus Ghali: I doe not believe that it will take part or that it will be 
invited to it. It is necessary not to hurry and proceed step by step. In 


the order of priorities, the Palestinian problem and the Lebanese problem 
are more important for our diplomacy than Arab reconciliation. 


cso: 4500/277 
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EGYPT 


ASH-SHARIF ON MUBARAK'S MEETING WITH NDP YOUTHS 
NC281601 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1400 GMT 28 Aug 82 


[Statement by Minister of State for Information Safwat al-Sharif following 
President Mubarak's meeting with NLP youths--recorded] 


[Text] His excellency the president was eager to meet with the National 
Democratic Party Youths [who are attending] the second course at the Center 
of National Studies and the NDP Institute. The dialogue was open and frank. 
His excellency the president frankly and clearly answered all the questions 
posed by the youths. There were many questions on Egypt's domestic and 
foreign policies, economic and social developments, the party's conference 
and organizations. His excellency the president answered all these questions 
clearly. I would like to say that he made himself clearly understood to the 
youths when he toid them that this is their country and that they are respon- 
sible for building [it]. This is not a country of rulers or ministers. It 
is the country of all the people. 


His excellency the president also spoke of Egypt's commitment to the Camp 
David Accords, the autonomy negotiations, and the comprehensive solution of 
the Palestinian issue. Egypt's stance was clear when it announced that it 
will not accept the departure of the Palestinians from Beirut unless it is 
connected with a political gain on the path of the comprehensive solution. 
This is because a departure without obtaining a gain or without advancing 

a step on the path of the comprehensive solution, in fact, increases the 
complications of the issue. His excellency the president reaffirmed that 
Egypt will always follow this course toward achieving the goal, which is the 
comprehensive solution of the Palestinian issue and that it will never 
abandon the Palestinian issue. 


His excellency the president also announced that Egypt will always be com- 
mitted to its clear policy of having no bases on Egyptian territory. He 
said: In your name and in the name of all the people of Egypt, we will 
never surrender to any big power. Egypt has its own will, has its own 
character, has its own special relations and its clear friendships, and it 
knows where its interests are and will always follow this course. 


His excellency the president spoke of his tour. God willing, it will in- 
clude Yugoslavia and Romania, [and the purpose of the tour will be] to 
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support the nonaligned movement. Egypt is a founding state among the non-- 
aligned states. 


His excellency the president also frankly answered many questions on domes- 
tic issues, especially the issue of the youths and their role and giving 
them the chance to get what they deserve; on the projects in Sinai; and the 
role of the youths in reconstructing Sinai and building cities with the help 
of all of Egypt's youths. The NDP youths will always be the examples to 
follow in this domain. 


During the 5-hour [meeting], his excellency the president answered many other 
questions posed by the youths of Egypt and the NDP. 


CSO: 4500/277 
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TRAN 


PARTY ORGAN ANALYZES WAR, PRO-SOVIET GROUPS 
GF291825 Tehran JOMHURKI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 22 Aug 82 p ll 
[Analysis by the Political Bureau of the Islamic Republic Party] 


[Text] The Iranian Tudeh Party in its porsesh va pasoky [question and 

answer] publication has printed a dialogue with the general secretary of the 
party, Mr Kianuri, in its 3 July issue which is worth pondering. The dialogue 
is of great importance since it concerns one of the most important issues of 
the Islamic Republic, the imposed war, is deeply connected with the future 

of the Islamic movement in the area and because it portrays the intrigue of 
the leftist forces which support the Soviet Union in implementing the pol- 
icies of this superpower in the country and the region. 


The question is as follows: How can we evaluate Iraqi withdrawal from the 
occupied Iranian areas and what will be the consequences of such a move? 





In answer to this question, Mr Kianuri, the general secretary of the Tudeh 
Party gave extensive answers, the important parts of which are outlined 
below: 


1. The Iraqi aggression against Iran 2 years ago and its present withdrawal 
must be reviewed within the framework of the issues of the area and in con- 
nection with the more important issues of the region. 





2. The main link in the events of the region is the position of imperial- 
ists and the international reaction, headed by the U.S. imperialism, to the 
Iranian revolution. On this subject, Mr Kianuri referred to a Voice of 
America program on 22 June which contained a report by the International 
Center for Strategic Studies of Georgetown University concerning the Iraqi 
war against Iran. 


Following is a summary of this report: The war in the Persian Gulf is ad- 
vantageous to Saudi Arabia, Israel and the United States. Saddam, irrespec- 
tive of the Iranian victories, is unlikely to lose power. The war has re- 
sulted in closer ties between Iraq and the conservative countries of the 
Persian Gulf, and the Iranian threat has resulted in the creation of the 
Jordan-Iraq-Saudi Arabia axis. The military defeat of Iraq has stopped it 
from competing with Saudi Arabia for the leadership of the Arabs, but Iran 
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continues to be a threat to the smaller countries of the Persian Gulf. The 
Tran-[raw war has lessened the Arab threat and isolated Syria and has further 
preserved the interests of Israel. Iran and Iraq will be tied up in an arms 
race which will bring the superpowers into the arena. If Saddam falls, then 
conditions in Iraq will become unstable and the economic interests of the 
Arabs will be harmed. U.S.-Iraqi ties will continue and expand since Moscow 
is unwilling to send arms to Iraq. 


Mr Kianuri, on the basis of this report, concludes that the plot of U.S. 
imperialism is to get our forces into Iraq and thus force us into a long 
war of attrition. He considers this extensive and a very dangerous plot 
against the Islamic Republic which the officials have to confront realistical- 


ly. 


About the same time as the publication of this report, the magazine KAR, the 
official publication of the Feda'Iyan-e Khalq--majority--organization, in an 
editorial in its 7 July issue, entitled: "U.S. Imperialism Is Afraid of a 
Just Peace," after an epilogue dealing with imperialism and the rapid evolu- 
tion from capitalism into socialism in the history of international social- 
ism, the workers movement in the advanced capitalist countries and the power- 
ful movement for peace and peaceful coexistence, reviews the war from the 
point of view of its long duration and the benefits of a just peace and re- 
fers to the following important issues: 


A. The ability to use the immense cost of the war and its associated man- 
power to answer to the needs of the masses and a reminder of the suffering 
of the millions of the toiling and combatant men and women [if the war con- 
tinues]. 


B. The atmosphere which is ripe for the growth of counterrevolutionary move- 
ments and attitudes caused by the growth of the dissatisfaction with the lack 
of ability of the revolution and the Islamic Republic to solve the problems 
of the people and also due to general unhappiness and public discontent, 
which will weaken and dry the roots of the revolution. 


C. The nonestablishment of a just peace is a desire of U.S. imperialism and 
the Zionist government. 


D. Following the establishment of a just peace, the Islamic homeland will be 
able to participate against the aggression of the imperialist-Zionists 
against the people of Palestine, Syria and Lebanon. U.S. imperialism and the 
Zionist government and all the reactionaries of the region know that the end 
of the imposed war and the establishment of a just peace will negate their 
aggressive intentions. Thus, they encourage or ally themselves with any 
action that postpones the end of the war and the establishment of a just 
peace. 


The feda'iyan-e khalq--majority--organization, considering the abovementioned 
points, then concludes that every aggressive diplomatic means must be active- 
ly used to reach a just peace. 


20 














On the subject of the future of Iraq, on the basis of an article published in 
the KAR issue no 160, it stresses that only the people of Iraq should decide 
their system of government and the Islamic republic must never interfere in 
such an affair. It considers active presence in the diplomatic struggle a 
necessity for us and especially notes the role of the various peace and medi- 
ation delegations of the nonaligned nations in ending the war. 


The common stand of these two pro-Soviet groups seems to be interestingly 
similar to the stand of that country. About a month ago, the newspaper 
PRAVDA lLucidly elaborated the political and propagandistic line of these two 
gentlemen [as published]. In a commentary on the Iran-Iraq war, the paper 
stated that the escalation and expansion of the war and its spilling over 
into Iraqi territory could drag many countries into the war. Regarding the 
losses over the past 20 months and the casualties suffered by the two neigh- 
boring countries, PRAVDA has written that the Soviet Union has, from the 
first days of the war, insisted that the war should be ended as soon as pos- 
sible. It issued a warning that this meaningless bloodshed was only advantage- 
ous to U.S. imperialism and would only create conflicting camps in the ranks 
of the Arabs, with Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia on Iraq's side and Syria, 
Algeria, Libya and the PDRY on the side of Iran. The increasing differences 
in Arab ranks have been advantageous to the United States and Israel and the 
rightful aspirations of the Palestinians have been forgotten. This arti- 
cle give and implicit warning if Iran encroaches on Iraqi territory. 


It would not be irrelevant if we succinctly referred to the objectives of 
these political and propagandistic movements: 


The Tudeh Party and the feda'iyan-e khalq--majority--organization have con- 
centrated on two aspects [as published] in following the policy of the Soviet 
Union and in preparing the ground for its future, and thereby endeavor to ex- 
aggerate the losses incurred and the casualties and setbacks suffered by the 
Muslim nation during the past 20 months by extensive propaganda, in order to 
prevent our forces from entering Iraqi soil. 


First: the Soviet Union, like the United States and the West does not also 
have any suitable candidate to replace Saddam because every regime in Iraq 
has been put into power by the superpowers and [a replacement] would not have 
the strength of the Ba'th Party. 


Second: the subordinate communist parties, because of their ideological af- 
filiation with the Ba'thists, are not willing to consign Iraq to an un- 
known destiny in the future. 


Third: the Soviet Union has not shown any reluctance to sell arms to Iraq, 
despite the utterances of the Tudeh Party, which have cleverly been reported 

by the Voice of America, and the presence of modern tanks and Russian Mig~-25's, 
which are the most sophisticated armaments that the Soviet Union has ever 


sold to its friends, clearly point to the Soviet desire to preserve Saddam. 
Fourth: the decisive victory of strength over Iraq is indicative of a posi- 


tive trend for Islamic republic and of unforeseen consequences for the Soviet 
Union in its own territory and in the region. 
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Fifth: the actual danger in the Middle East is that the Islamic revolution 
will encounter the Zionist enemy face-to-face after having shattered the myth 
of Saddam, and thus, will embroil the Middle East in a war with Israel, 
thereby taking the initiative out of the hands of the Kremlin and Washington. 


Therefore, in view of this, the recommendations of the Tudeh Party and the 
feda'iyan-e khalq--majority--organization, based on the policy of diplomatic 
moves and the services of the mediation commission, indicates their sub- 
servience to Moscow and unquestioning obedience to the orders of the Kremlin 
masters. In the light of past experiences the Muslim Ummah knows that the 
only answer to such conspiracies is relentless struggle with the aggressive 
adversary which has stormed our Islamic revolution with the support of the 
East and West, and the sole armor of this nation in suppressing the rights 
of its Muslims is its present superiority, which it does not wish to re- 
linquish to all this useless cacophony because such a conflict is not con- 
ducive to a just peace and can only offer an imposed peace. 


CSO: 4640/451 
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IRAN 


IRANIAN CLANDESTINE CASTIGATES DECREE ON SHAR'IA 


GF241808 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 
24 Aug 82 


[Excerpts] Hoseyn Musavi-Tabrizi, Khomeyni's executioner, issued orders to 
all departments of Khomeyni's prosecutor's office that all laws except the 
Shar' laws should be discarded. 


Thus, with the official change in the judicial system by decree of Mullah 
Ruhollah Khomeyni, our country has retrogressed to the Middle Ages in the 
year 1982. The day before yesterday, the mullah found another way to go 
back in time by instituting the Shar'ia laws. [repetitive passage omitted] 
In any case, Hoseyn Musavi-Tabrizi has dubbed as "idolatrous" all the laws 
which originated from the constitutional monarchy revolution. [passage 
omitted ] 








The Free Voice of Iran correspondent has reported from Paris that the 
Mojahedin-e Khalq of Iran [MKO] has issued a communique in the French 
capital denouncing Khomeyni's decision to end all civil and (?judicial) 
laws as the last (step) toward complete (?barbarism) and as a demonstration 
of the inability of Khomeyni and his mullahs adjusting to [word indistinct] 
in modern times. 


This communique said that there is no room for (?doubt) that the last traces 
of the people's independence and (?happiness) will be destroyed at the hands 
of the terrorist Khomeyni and his Shar' officers. On the basis of this 
(?decree) [words indistinct] and domestic and foreign agreements now face 
complete chaos and destruction and the crisis that the Khomeyni regime has 
(?initiated) will be intensified. [passage omitted] 


CSO: 4640/452 
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IRAN 


IRAN PRESENCE AT NONALIGNED SUMMIT DENOUNCED 


GF 262015 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 
26 Aug 82 


[Text] The National Front of Iran, in a telegram sent from Paris on 

25 August 1982 and addressed to the heads of state of 94 nonaligned countries, 
announced that the presence of the representatives of the Islamic Republic 
regime, who are not real representatives of the Iranian nation, but pass 
themselves off as representatives of the Iranian people, at the nonaligned 
summit, will discredit the conference because these representatives should 
not be counted as delegates from Iran. 


The National Front of Iran, in its Paris statement, has drawn the attention 
of the leaders of the nonaligned movement to the execution and shooting of 
more than 20,000 Iranians and the killing and wounding of more than 100,000 
others by the so-called Islamic Republic regime, and in view the anti- 
national and unlawful nature of the so-called Islamic Republic regime, has 
asked for the ouster of its representatives from the nonaligned summit. 


The National Front of Iran has also expressed the willingness of prominent 
representatives of the nationalist groups who oppose Khomeyni's regime to 
be invited to the nonaligned summit as observers. 





CSO: 4640/452 
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TRAN CLANDESTINE REPORTS ON QOTBZADEH ACCOMPLICES 


GF271734 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 
27 Aug 82 


[Text] The authorities of the so-called Islamic Regime of Khomeyni have 
announced that the trial of the son-in-law of his eminence Ayatollah 
Shari'Atmadari and three others on charges of attempting to topple the 
Islamic Republic's regime will begin tomorrow, Saturday. They are Ahmad 
"Abbasi, ‘Abdorreza Hejazi, and (Maraghebi) Mahdavi. 


Sadeq Qotbzadeh, the former foreign minister of the Khomeyni regime, is 
on trial for the same charges and is now in prison pending a final ver- 
dict. 


Meanwhile, from among the right and leftwing personalities in the world, 
the only person who has demanded the release of Qotbzadeh is the leader 
of the underground Black Panther Movement. This is an American terrorist 
organization. 


However, anti-Khomeyni circles outside Iran have said that the charges 
leveled against Qotbzadeh about attempts to overthrow the Islamic regime 
are groundless because this joint conspiracy by Khomeyni and Qotbzadeh 
against his eminence Ayatollah Shari'Atmadari, the greatest 'source of 
emulation" among the world's Shi'ites. 


CSO: 4640/452 
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IRAN 


IRAN CLANDESTINE ON QOTBZADEH ACCOMPLICES* TRIAL, HAJJ 
GF301020 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 29 Aug 82 


[Text] Yesterday the trial of four accomplices of Sadeq Qotbzadeh, the 
former foreign minister of the Islamic Republic, who is accused of planning 
to kill Khomeyni and to topple the regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
began. 


One of the accused is the son-in-law of Ayatollah Shari'Atmadari, a ‘source 
of emulation’ of Shi'ites and who was defrocked by the mullahs’ regime on 
trumped-up charges and who was accused of going against the Islamic Shar' 
and [words indistinct], despite the fact that Ayatollah Shari*Atmadari 
(?admitted) his involvement in the plot, he is said to have been placed 
under house arrest. However, he has in fact been imprisoned. 





With the beginning of the trial, his son-in-law has once again been dragged 
into the proceedings and may be indicted and sentenced quicker this time. 
Another of the acused, Mehdi Mahdavi, has been charged by the Islamic Min- 
istry of Justice prosecutor for liaisoning with Saudi Arabia on financing 
the conspiracy. This in itself will provide a pretext for the Islamic Re- 
public to level accusations against the Saudi authorities. Now with the 
plan that Mullah Kho-iniha and the Hezbollahi hirelings have made for cheat- 
ing disturbances during the Hajj in Saudi Arabia which has been (?intention- 
ally) scheduled to coincide with the Hajj ceremonies, and the anti-Saudi 
circulars which have been prepared earlier in the embassy of Khomeyni's 
Islamic Republic in Saudi Arabia, will not be distrituted with greater 
ciamor. 





CSO: 4640/452 
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IRAN CLANDESTINE ON IRAN'S AIRSPACE VULNERABILITY 
NC281629 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 27 Aug 82 


[Summary from POR reception] An Iraqi Mig fighter terrified Iranian of- 
ficials and participants in the Friday prayers when it violated Tehran's 
airspace and broke the sound barrier on Friday. The state radio confessed 
to this but stated that the sound barrier was broken when the Iraqi air- 
craft was forced to flee. 


Meanwhile, news agencies report from Baghdad that the Iraqi Government has 
announced that "the aircraft was not carrying out a military mission but 
that the objective in flying over Tehran was solely a fresh warning to the 
leaders of Khomeyni's regime and a reiteration of the fact that Iraq can, 
if necessary, strike its targets in Tehran too." 


A Voice of Iran correspondent reports that when the Iraqi aircraft was 
spotted by the participants in the Friday prayers at the former Tehran 
University, Hashemi-Rafsanjani accused the Iranian Air Force commanders, 
pilots and radar operators, and asked what the multi-million dollar radar 
systems are doing. 


"We wish to recall that the Iranian Ai: Force radar installations, which have 
suffered numerous blows during the 2-year war with Iraq, nave never been re- 
paired and so the country's air borders have become extremely vulnerable. 
Repeated warnings by Iranian airspace commanders to this effect have been 
ineffective, and instead, the regime has spent billions of dollars to pur- 
chase second-rate arms from communist countries to arm its revolution guards 
corps. The repeated violations by Iraqi fighters of even Tehran's airspace 
are clear proofs of the vulnerability of the country's airspace." 





CSO: 4640/452 
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IRAN CLANDESTINE REPORTS MOJAHEDIN STATEMENT 


GF290420 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 
28 Aug 82 


[Text] According to a report by our correspondent in Paris the Mojahedin-e 
Khalq Organization's [MKO] office has issued a statement announcing: In re- 
sponse to the daily growth of the popular resistance within Iran, the 
Khomeyni regime has executed over 5,000 prisoners, most of them members of 
the MKQ. These are according to confirmed reports and eyewitness statements 
that can be accepted in any international court. The sacrificed ones either 
lost their lives under torture by Khomeyni's executioners or were shot. 


A number of them such as Amir Yaghma‘i, Hasan Zahorian and women like 
Homayundokht Mozzayeni and Roya Vaziri were hanged in front of the unbeliev- 
ing eyes of their families in the city of Mashhad in early July. In the 

past 14 months the regime has executed at least over 20,000 people in Iran. 
Currently the regime holds over 50,000 political prisoners. A number of their 
names and some documents have been published in a book entitled "War with 
Humanity" published by MKO. Other documents and names will be ready soon. 


According to the statement one of the tricks by Khomeyni to hide the execu- 
tions is to publish the name of those executed in prison some time later as 
those killed in street clashes. An example is the case of Naser Rahmani, 
who was arrested 5 months ago. His name then appeared as one killed in 
street clashes by the regime's radio on 5 August. MKO has asked the UN 
General Secretary, Amnesty International Red Cross and all the humane world 
fizures and groups to act immediately and send delegations to look into the 
prisons and the torture by Khomeyni. 


It should be noted that irrespective of the widespread and blind terrorism 
of Khomeyni, the resistance inside the country is expanding daily and during 
the last week alone over 15 large clashes and dozens of small ones occurred 


with the regime's guards. 


CSO: 4640/452 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


SYRIAN ARMS DEALER--[Words indistinct] has arrived in Tehran's Hotel Inter- 
Continental and introduces himself as [word indistinct]. The Islamic guards 
and prominent members of Khomeyni's espionage organization have imposed tight 
security and are careful not to let anyone contact him, and they even try to 
prevent his socializing with others in the hotel as much as is possible. 

Our new source made extensive investigations, and with the services of an 
Arabic-speaking Iranian friend who has spent years in Arab countries and is 
completely conversant with the various Arabic accents and dialects, found 

out that the person was registered in the hotel under the name of Hoseyn. 

No other particulars were mentioned but that he was from Syria. This person 
is a member of an international arms smuggling company and, in fact, his 
contacts with Khomeyni's republic are in connection with the purchase of 
arms. [Text] [GF291852 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 
29 Aug 82] 


REPORTS ON BABOL EXECUTIONS--The people of Babol witnessed another of the 
regime's heinous atrocities last Friday when the prayer grounds in Babol 
were stained with the blood of five persons. After the Friday prayers 

which were held in Babol University, five persons were hanged for opposition 
to Khomeyni's regime in full view of the congregation. Some left the prayer 
grounds filled with loathing while some pregnant women fainted and had to be 
rushed to the hospital. [Text] [GF301218 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in 
Persian to Iran 29 Aug 82] 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


MAGAZINE CONCESSION WITHDRAWN--At its session of 18 August 1982, the cabinet 
decided to withdraw the concession of the economic magazine, AL-UFUQ, for 
violating the concession regulations. AL-UFUQ was licensed as an economic 
magazine specializing in handling economic and financial topics in Jordan 


and the Arab world. [Text] [JN200950 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 20 Aug 82 
p 16] 
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KUWAIT 


PAPER URGES BOYCOTT OF U.S. PRODUCTS 
GF161956 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 16 Aug 82 p 1 
[Editorial: "Boycott America and Start With Yourselves"] 


[Excerpt] Whoever purchases an American product is America's partner in ag- 
gression. How is that you condemn the United States while you continue to 
run after its banks, high interest rates and dollars? Why don't your bot- 
toms feel comfortable unless seated in luxurious American cars? Why don't 
your children feel happy unless they are dressed in jeans and "T-shirts"? 

And why must the medicine be American, the food American, the cans American, 
the airlines American, the photographing equipment American, the mechanical 
tools American, the electronic instruments American and...and...? Any why 
don't you enjoy touring except in the United States of America? 


You, the individual citizens begin with yourself today. If you need any com- 
modity ask yourself and ask the dealer: Is it a U.S. product? If you be- 
gin with yourself without pretexts you will be the conscience of this 
nation and the conscience of the ruler. Thousands of other people will fol- 
low suit. Eventually you will form a current that will pressure the rulers 
everywhere and across the political borders of the state. The peoples of 

the Gulf region will become an example that will be followed by the other 
Arab peoples. Regimes are not everything. You are the foundation of the re- 
gime and you are the point of liberation. 


Boycott America and begin with yourself today. 


CSO: 4400/448 
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KUWAIT 


DAILY URGES STABILITY FOR LEBANON 
GF241515 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 24 Aug 82 p 6 
[Ahmad al-Jarallah editorial: "Al-Jumayyil Must Ensure Stability"] 


[Text] Whoever is now the president of Lebanon has in front of him the task 
of securing stability of that country. By implication, what Lebanon needs 
most right now is a just and enlightened dictatorship. For in the past, 
political work there was based more often on personal differences than prin- 
ciples. 


And as Bashir al-Jumayyil becomes the new Lebanese president, it is implied 
that both the internal and external factors had counted on him, despite ac- 
cusations pointing to the contrary. Those balloons of accusations, no doubt, 
were sent out only to save in case of his failure. 


Al-Jumayyil would not have contested the presidency had he not known apriori 
that he was indeed preferred, domestically, on the Arab front and internation- 
ally. 


This is so because the world wants to see Lebanon stable again and stability 
can only be derived from a strict resolute government. Such a task can 
only be attained by a person of great principles, even though his principles 
may clash with other ideologies and contradict the interests of others. 


There are now those who claim the new president will not be able tofind a 
suitable prime minister to cooperate with him but those cries will not be 
echoed. 


We say that as soon as he starts searching for a premier, all parties will 
agree, because most of the Lebanese disputes stem from the problem of divid- 
ing posts, nothing else. 


Yet something very important remains to be considered...the Arab world in 

the course of all those past political disputes had descended to accusations 

of Al-Jumayyil with words like treason, etc. But these are only accusations, 
not even accurate in most cases and will not prove to be obstacles unless they 
can be abundantly documented. The most important task today, before anything 
else, is for the president to secure stability of Lebanon. Other priorities 
are Lebanon's returm to the Arab fold and the driving out of the Israeli forces. 
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KUWAIT 


PAPERS SAY MORE ARABS TO JOIN CAMP DAVID 
GF162026 Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-"'AMM in Arabic 16 Aug 82 pp 1, 19 
[Editorial: "Returning to the Camp"] 


[Excerpts] Now all conversations center around what comes after Beirut. The 
Arabs talk about it and the foreigners talk about it too. But no one seems 

to hold any clues or tries to identify the nature of this upcoming stage. 
However, Washington did note, following the meeting that its leaders held at 
Camp David, that "what follows Beirut" will not exceed the framework of 

what hed been drawn up in that ominous camp except for an increase in the nunm- 
ber of parties that will participate in it. This implies, in view of the 
results of the Zionist-U.S. invasion of Lebanon, that new Arab parties 

will be attracted to the march. 


On the Arab level, there are invitations to propose Arab initiatives also 
with the same view, that is the view of the situation that was created by the 
Zionist invasion of Lebanon. 


In fact, one is afraid to look too closely behind the many indications which 
almost imply that the invasion process was well "cooked up" and that it was 
meant to achieve through a bloody dramatic leap what the people of the Camp 
David have aspired to achieve since they plotted their conspiracy 5 years 
ago. That is they are now making a fact out of Al-Sadat's prophecy that the 
camp will proceed toward its goals but only when its opponents sink to their 
knees in their own blood. That is, he knew about the U.S. decision and that 
U.S. would bring forth a president such as Reagan to take charge of this mas- 
sacre and leave behind a Made in the United States mark on the face of every 
martyr, on each amputated arm and on every chest of the groaning victims and 
that he would also place a barbaric foot on Beirut's face--that city which 
they accused of being corrupt and has proven to be the lady of all Arab 
cities and the city of greatest heroism. 


The tragedy is not only the fact that we continue to proceed in the path they 
have drawn for us, but we look as if we don't know what shame is and neither 


do we realize the serous dimensions of what this march means. 


The Arabs do nothing because, as it seems, they consider Camp David to be 
their absolute fate and their great prize, because it is this which dictates 
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to the region, that is, the Americans and the Zionists. It is also the great- 


est Jihad for us in this rather bad time, of course. 


The camp has eaten its first Arab pioneers. The group which follows the 


set course to the camp seems to have no other destiny but it. 
bother to ponder? 
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LEBANON 


WAR FRONT REPORTAGE: CAPTURED SOVIET MATERIEL QUESTIONED 
Athens I VRADYNI in Greek 16, 19 Jul 82 

/16 Jul 82 p 6/ 

/Special report by Agam. Farakos: "Mission to Lebanon"/ 


/Excerpts/ Lebanon (by our correspondent)--You see them bombing some 
target and you may feel bad, bothered, peculiar, even satisfied 

--if the target getting hit by artillery shells or bombs happen to 
belong to your enemy. However, what is being bombed is the area in 
which you are located, where you live or simply through which you are 
going, and your feelings are completely different or at least differ 
very much from the previous ones. The feeling of danger and tension 
increases considerably and the annoyance you feel is often in direct 
relationship with the number of shells exploding near you and the 
destruction you see with your own eyes... 


A week ago exactly, last Friday, we were in Beirut for the first time. Not in 
West Beirut --I must repeat so as not to create misunderstandings. The 
itinerary we followed was carefully planned out by the men who allowed us 

to reach almost the front line of hostilities sc that the journalist might see, 
note and write up without being in danger of getting hit by a Palestinian shell 
or Katusha rockets. 


On Friday, however, the first day of our "invasion" of Lebanon, it was not too 
easy to avoid what is called war and bombings. Bombs fell on both the just and 
unjust. After Damur, our small group left the shore road, where the traces 

of the impressive Israeli advance were everywhere in evidence, and we made a 
big turn to the northeast. The old shore road was now a battlefield, and only 
the turn toward Ba'bda and a short run on the Beirut-Damascus highway permitted 
an approach to East Beirut and the other areas of Christian Lebanon. 


In the Biqua’ Valley 
At a distance of 2 kilometers, sporadic but intense clashes for the occupation 


of the Beirut airport were continuing. This, however, was just a preview 
because as noon approached nervousness and tension increased. At 2 pm, the 
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first shell fell and a few minutes later a thick column of smoke went up. Most 
of the time, almost no one knew who fired first. Retaliatory measures 
mentioned by both sides are often not figures of speech but are difficult to 
explain. Everything is relative in this war that began on 6 June and that 
cannot end except with the expulsion of ‘Arafat from Lebanon. 


Minutes, half hours and hours passed from that moment when the shells from 

the 170 mm artillery pieces and the smaller shells fired by tanks continued 
falling on West Beirut with regularity. At about 5 pm, we were now on the 
sides of the mountains that were close to the edge of the Biqua' Valley, 

and the sight was not simply frightful --it was almost bewitching if such 

a word were not a blasphemous one at a time when human lives were being lost. 
Rut it was, what else could one say? Even when at a given moment, Soviet-made 
Katusha rockets began raining down of Christian neighborhoods and housing 

and toward the Israeli lines, and Palestinian gunfire thickened and turned 
this otherwise idyllic valley into a dangerous hell, the sight did not stop 
being impressive and bewitching. Two days later, on Sunday, the all-day 
artillery duel started up again and finally ended by a ceasefire arranged after 
a dramatic intervention by Philip Habib. When, on Saturday, we found ourselves 
in one of the bombed out Christian areas of Berktiar, smoke was still rising 
from the ruins of houses that had been hit. And even more so, still worse 
things happened that same day --and every other day of bombing in 
heavily-populated and devastated West Beirut. 





The Utility of War 


No one wants this war, including the Israelis, despite all the frightful and 
terrible things being written and expressed over the "warmongering" of 

Jerusalem. But in the conscience and strategic thinking of the person who 

plans operations in the Ministry of Defense in Tel Aviv, whether he is called 
Dayan, or Bar Lev, or Yitzhak Rabin or Nathan Einat (who is the commander-in-chief 
and the person responsible for the current war), there is one indomitable 

fact that prevails: 





~ Israel does not have a rear, no territory to lose or to offer as strategic 
exchange to an adversary to fall back on and to reorganize its forces so 
chat, at a given time, it might counterattack. Its territorial boundaries are 
"limited." And the only solution, in every instance, is to wage war outside 
of its national territory, onto the territory of every enemy each time... 


These tactics have been practiced by Israel in all wars begun by it or those it 
was forced to accept. 


- It is perhaps wrong to start a war. However, from the time you start one, 
you must end it with victory. This is the general principle in any war, just 
or unjust --and who is to judge when a war is just or unjust? Human massacres 
cannot be justified from a moral standpoint, but they can be explained 
militarily, politically and even legally, and even to be justified by victory. 
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How cam you os7e war if you permit human ideals to predominate within you, to 
the detrim | implacable laws of a conflict? 


And Franklin D. Roosevelt, the most human of the military leaders of World War IT, 
in his wheelchair and on the point of death, gave the orders for the 

fire-bombing of Tokyo and the levelling of the Rhineland. And we cannot forget 
that in January 1944, it was American aircraft which, in the name of the 

needs of the war, one morning destroyed Piraeus in an occupied Greece where we 

all looked upon the Americans, Soviets and British as liberators. 


Conquerors and Liberators 


[In Lebanon, and more specifically in Beirut, a corresponding and analogous 

game is being played out that does not change or alter anything or anyone. 

The war that has begun must be “brought to an end." If this can be done 

without excessive losses, not only of noncombattants but of military personnel, 
then this is good and is recorded to the credit of those who have the 
responsibility for the military operations. If this is not so, there will be 
moaning and lamentations and more funerals, but the course will remain steady 
and the pursuit of the goals unrelenting. Everything else is hypocrisy, and 
this is known, even more so, by all those who are now yelling. 


Israel began a war and is now obliged "to bring it to an end," as it believes 
and knows better. If Beirut and its inhabitants pay dearly for this extreme 
military need and the refusal of the Palestinians to withdraw and leave the 
city unfortified, this would be one more frightful episode in one more war that 
could possibly have been prevented. But from the moment it began, it must 
inevitably end. 


Here, however, there is a tremendous question: Who is the conqueror and who the 
liberator? About what Lebanese, about what Beirut inhabitants are we talking? 
About what people of Lebanon must we talk --here occurs that monstrous thing: 
that there are many who write about the Lebanese and they mean some de jure 
nonexistent but de facto existing Palestinian state, with Yasir ‘Arafat as 

its leader. To talk and write about the "Palestinian people" (and to mean 
Palestinian refugees whom the Lebanese Government was forced to accept 10 

years ago) and to completely forget the people of Lebanon who have the claim 
--and it is about time-- to decide themselves, and not the armed men of various 
factions, their own destiny and future. To ask for the head of Israel on a tray 
for its invasion of this country on 6 June, and to ostentatiously ignore the 

fact that at least half of the Lebanese population --all the Christian and very 
many Muslim inhabitants of this country-- consider the Israelis as liberators, 
and as conquerors the armed Palestinians of the "Organization for the Liberation 
of Palestine" who, almost 10 years ago, had occupied a big and vital segment 

of Lebanon and converted it not merely as a base for attacks against Israel 

(that at least could have been explained and justified) but as their own state and 
empire where the locals and the supposed legal government of Beirut had no word 
or right over anything. 
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For Whom the Bells Toll.... 


I do not want to talk in these reports with aphorisms. Nor do I want to give 
my almost painful experiences from East Beirut where its approximately 

1 million inhabitants hailed the Israeli soldiers and closely worked with 
them in a manner that causes nearly amazement. Because, after all, an army 
that, uninvited, comes into a country with its tanks and aircraft cannot 
logicaliy be received with applause, even by half of the population of the 
country. I do not want to expand on that almost unforgettable visit to 
Juniyah where men, women and children, many of them, in fact, of Palestinian 
origin, surrounded, at the restaurant where we ate last Friday, First Lieutenant 
Gabi whom they hugged, hit on the back, kissed and could not find any way to 
show their happiness and --I dare write it-- their gratitude. And yet he was 
an Israeli officer and all the others Lebanese..... 


Nevertheless, I cannot help writing about our visit to Nabatiyah, a city whose 
population is 85 percent Muslim, nor about our trip to Tyre, Sidon and Damur, 
three cities that everyone characterized as "Palestinian strongholds," and, 

in fact, they were. With the meaning, however, that the Palestinians had 
fortified them and had put of very stiff battles there to protect their war 
materiel depots they had set up there and to try to cut the Israeli advance 
toward their headquarters in Beirut. 


There is one important conclusion from the visit to these cities, the latter 
three having suffered great destruction by Israeli air bombings and from the 
frightful street batties that followed: 


The Lebanese, all Lebanese, Christians, Muslims, Druzes and Shiites, 

countryfolk and city people, merchants and herdsmen, all have come to hate and 
loath the war, foreigners and conquerors, all those who had converted them into 
herds of refugees, who had tortured them for 10 whole years, who decide for their 
own account, who "permit" them to be killed without cause and finally who do 

not permit them "the luxury" of living like human beings and dying of old age 

in their beds. Anyone who offers them reality, hope, even permanent peace, surely 
has their gratitude.... 


/19 July 82 p 8/ 


/Excerpts/ Beaufort is located on the peak of a mountain, at a height of 

870 meters, and overlooks the entire frontier expanse in the northern part 

of Israel, a little further from Metullah, the small "Swiss" town about which 
the Israelis are so proud. An impregnable fortress, built during the Crusades, 
justifies in every respect its name Beau-fort: handsome fort. 


Even the Palestinians and any of their friends knowledgeable in strategy 
understand the value and significance of this fortress for the control of the 
region, and when they arrived, “invited," to Lebanon, the first thing they 
managed to seize, even before West Beirut, was Beaufort. From then on, this 
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fortress became Israel's gangrene and the permanent headache of all the generals 
of Jerusalem who planned and implemented all the many years long successive 
attacks against the Palestinians in southern Lebanon. 


Now, this "gangrene," as the Israelis themselves describe it, has fallen. 

We have arrived at the peak of the fortress after a difficult climb. Almost 
nothing remains standing following the battles of these difficult hours. Three 
hours after reaching the foot of the fortress, Beaufort had been seized and 
its Palestinian guards had been neutralized and wiped out. 


It is not this correspondent's responsibility to give details of this operation. 
In fact, this is the task of military historians and not a correspondent's. 

But it is not possible not to make note of the presence --in that confusion of 
destruction and wreckage-- of an intact, tremendous antenna, 80 or meters 

high, completely intact, that dominates the area and indicates the value of 
Beaufort as the best observation post in the entire area of southern Lebanon. 


The Soviet "Contribution" 


Looking at that intact electronic antenna rising proudly next to and above 
Beaufort, you at first get the impression that it is an Israeli instrument that 
was set up after the seizure of the fortress. Error. It was the property of the 
"Organization for the Liberation of Palestine" and was perhaps the greatest 

of the "gifts" offered by the Kremlin to Yasir ‘Arafat's organization. No one 
knows its true value in dollars or even rubles. Israeli technicians say that 
its cost, without taking into account expenditures for its installation on 

top ef this mountain, next to Beaufort, is over 10 million dollars. But it 
seems that "it is worth the money." This is a marvelous and vast, but at the 
same time a very sophisticated instrument for electronic surveillance of 
everything --and, of course, not only the Israeli frontier region, even 

though this appeared to be its main "tactical" purpose, at least as far as 
Yasir ‘Arafat's pursuits and hgpes were concerned. 


What, however, was the trade-off received by Moscow for the offer of this 
unlikely instrument? Because it is difficult to imagine that the Soviet 

Union offered this electronic masterpiece to ‘Arafat merely to be able to 

keep track of the number of Israeli tanks that moved beyond the frontiers. 
Besides, even this knowledge did not at all help the Palestinians during the 
first days of June to confront the hundreds of Israeli tanks and other 

armored vehicles that broke through "the good neighbor corner," next to 
Metullah, to unleash their attack on Beaufort, at the same time badly surprising 
the Syrian force that was guarding the Soviet SAM-6 rocket installations 

in the area, 


The uncertainty over the use and effectiveness of this electronic antenna is 
great. And the answer can be found only in the broader strategic plans of 

Moscow in this entire sensitive and explosive Middle East region where 
tremendous strategic and economic interests are at stake and where the influence 
and interests of the great powers clash. 
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Moscow's Strategy 





The Palestinian war and their struggle for what they think or proclaim right 
gave Moscow the biggest opportunity to establish itself from the "service gate” 
in the sensitive Middle East region, without creating dangerous international 
repercussions and the inevitable and unavoidable opposition from Washington 

and the remainder of the West, 


Svria in this same region and Yemen on the bay of the Red Sea are independently 
constituted nations, and every one of their agreements with Moscow, on any 

issue whatsoever even the most inevitably secret ones, had to go through 
diplomatic and political-military channels and to provoke, whenever it was 
deemed necessary or advisable, inevitable reaction, The same does not hold true 
for the Palestinians who, desperate and without any real hope of victory, 

were ready and disposed to do everything and to also offer everything to procure 
weapons and all the other materiel and infrastructure they needed to remain on 
the “surface” as a military apparatus, with the futile hope that they would thus 
negotiate, at some given time, a political solution advantageous to them. 


The trade-offs offered by ‘Arafat's men to Moscow are not known and perhaps 
will not be known for some time. Nevertheless, what the Kremlin leaders offered 
is daily being discovered, thanks to the lightning advance of the Israelis, as 
well as the acquisition of entire mountains of booty, all Soviet made. 


Just the day before yesterday, an exhibit of just a small amount of the war 
materiel captured by the Israelis was put on in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The 
mechanical and electronic part of this booty is estimated as being valued at 
more than 250 million dollars, while the real overall figures will reach 
enormous amounts --most probably billions-- when all kinds of Palestinian 
military, mechanical and other materiel found in southern Lebanon are tallied 
and "priced." 


Materiel for a Big Army 


What was all that war materiel and other very sophisticated electronic equipment, 
etc. needed for in southern Lebanon? This question is now burning in the minds 

-f many --not only in Jerusalem, Because, of course, these countless weapons, 
hundreds of tanks, the thousands of heavy modern guns and the 7,000 "Katushas' 
could not possibly have had as their purpose the arming of about 10,000 
Palestinians who make up Yasir ‘Arafat's army in Lebanon. Besides, the actions 
of these 10,000 Palestinians, at least up to now, have been limited to acts of 
sabotage and small-scale and insignificant raids that could very easily have 
been conducted --and, in fact, with better results-- by 200 to 300 commandos. 


In reality, it concerns something else, much greater and more dramatic, the 
extent and meaning of which we cannot yet appreciate. And evidently it is 
neither fortuitous nor accidental that after the loss of this gigantic 
amount of war materiel and its "transfer" to Israeli hands, Moscow's concern 
for the Palestinians and their bases in southern Lebanon literally vanished. 
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Evidently, even for the Soviet Union, Yasir ‘Arafat and the "Organization for 
the Liberation of Palestine" has at last become a "burnt piece of paper" on 
which, at least at this phase, no one could count. The war materiel that was 
found and is still being found in countless of secret depots were destined 
--at least initially-- for the arming of a big army with broader goals and not 
merely for carrying out, in essence, a few insignificant Palestinian 

commando raids on Israeli and occupied territories. Who would have maintained 
this army, who would command it and against whom would it be launched? 


Victims and Persecutors 


At a distance of some 15 kilometers from Nabatiyah, a characteristic 

frightfully ugly Lebanese city near the Beaufort fortress, at a turn on a 

desert road, we suddenly came upon an amazing spectacle. A mountain 

literally dug out into a vast shelter and storehouse, one of the many constructed 
by the Palestinians in this area, a short distance from the frontier. The 

tunnels that had been built in the bowels of the earth reached a depth of 20 
meters and two vast layers of concrete and reinforced concrete made them 
impregnable from any kind of air attack. This was proven when bombs dropped 

by Israeli aircraft fell harmlessly on this storehouse because they merely 

caused scratches on the protective armor plating, 


The Israeli lightning strike in the area was needed for seizing almost 

intact the storehouse-shelter, with the vast amounts of heavy military 
equipment that had been stored there. Our itinerary in Lebanon included many 
surprises but one of the biggest was this scene of the bunker, as the Israelis 
call these storehouses. Perhaps because this was one of the biggest we had seen 
in this tedious journey in Lebanon, from Tyre to Sidon, up to Damur and 

Beirut, and from Nabatiyah to Beaufort. 


Lebanon's tragedy is manysided and complex. This does not concern only those 
who were lost in the vortex of war nor those who became refugees in their 

own country. When --in order to avoid themselves the responsibilities and 
vicissitudes of the "hospitality" of the Palestinians-- a few Arab leaders 
literally obliged, with the threat of destruction, the then Lebanese 
Government to grant one of the "bedrooms" of the country for the so-called 
temporary hospitality of thousands of fighters of the "Organization for the 
Liberation of Palestine." This concerns other than those uprooted Arabs 

whom we gave grown accustomed to call the Palestinian people. It also concerns 
Israel which has been fighting, even always on the attack (except for the 
October 1973 war), which has maintained armed forces greater than its potential 
and real possibilities, which finds itself on perpetual alert and mobilization 
and spends vast amounts of its resources and the flower of its youth to 
protect and guard the frontiers of the country. 


For all of these elements, peace is necessary and finally inevitable. For the 
Lebanese, who must once again become masters of their own nation and fatherland. 
For the Israelis, who must settle down sometimes and put away their weapons 
because a country, and, in fact, a small country, cannot perpetually maintain 
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a 3-year military service, call up everyone every year for several weeks of 
"retraining" and to wage a major war at an average rate of every 7 years, 
without counting the "intermediate" military operations. For the Palestinians 
finally for whom this life has no rime or reason in camps which, in reality, 
are reservoirs for producing desperate people who will, at some point, become 
fanatic saboteurs and fighters. 


The Palestinian Nation 


What we are used to now calling “occupied Arab territory" was, in fact, up to 
1967, territory of Arab nations. The Gaza Strip was Egyptian national 
territory, the West Bank of Jordan was part of Jordan, together with half of 
Jerusalem, while the Golan Heights were organically a valuable and strategic 
part of Syria. However, the Palestinian problem was created 20 whole years 
before the 1967 war when the United Nations resolution ended the British 
mandate over Palestine and created from one part of this British "colony" 

the state of Israel. If the Arab leaders of the time had realized the meaning 
and extent of the problem they would have shown little magnanimity toward 

their coreligionists and fellow countrymen and would have granted these or some 
other of their territory, acquired, by the way, by seizure and not quite 
legally, to settle the Palestinian refugees and to have them acquire their own 
homes, even though they might not acquire their own national personality. But 
this refugee problem and the impoverishment of hundreds of thousands of Arabs 
"accomodated" at that time, and even today, a few of the Arab ruling class and 
almost all the Arat governments. They, therefore, maintained this refugee 
problem even though the dire necessity of the situation led countless of 
Palestinians to other Arab states where they made better careers for themselves 
than the locals and where they became important factors of life there. Kuwait 
owes a great part of its prosperity to the Palestinians who settled there. The 
same holds true for quite a few of the other Gulf states. But --and this is 
worthy of study and the drawing of conclusions-- this, in essence, internal 
emigration that indirectly solved one part of the Palestinian problem was toward 
conservative Arab states and not to extremist ones. Syria and Iraq --and, of course, 
Libya and South Yemen-- accepted very few Palestinians on their soil, while, 

on the other hand, royal and essentially reactionary Jordan underwent strong 
demographic changes and became, at least by half, a Palestinian state where 
prime ministers, ministers and other leaders and the flower of its businessmen 
all come in great part from the inexhaustible reservoir of Palestinians. 


The gold mine of the billions of dollars spent by the United Nations, by other 
international and national organizations, by petro-dollars of Arab nations, 

would have sufficed to create a prospering, dynamic, even a nationally 
independent Palestinian nation. Space was not lacking, nor were territorial, 
economic and social possibilities. What was lacking was intent --for accuracy, 
there was always the opposite intent, namely the perpetuation of this refugee 
problem for political and military reasons. The Palestinian refugees have been 
for these 35 years the spearhead of Arab nationalism and Arab intolerance that 
did not want to accept the reality of the existence of an Israeli nation in lands 
which the swords of Damascus and a generation of brave Arabs had wrested from 
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Christians and Jews and incorporated into "the great Arab nation." 


But 1982 is no longer the “Year of the Hegira'" even though Muhammad has 

been resting here for many centuries in his tomb. The waters of the Jordan 
are not the same as those in which Christ was baptised nor those, of course, 
in which the Arab vanquishers of the Crusaders washed their hands. Hellenism 
lost Constantinople, the British Empire has shrunk into an obscure 


Commonwealth and Jerusalem is no longer Arab. Who turns back history........ 
5671 
CSO: 4621/472 
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LIBYA 


LIBYA THREATENS USE OF FORCE IF COMPENSATION DEMANDS NOT MET 


Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRYA-PRESS in French 6 Jul 82 
pp 1-2 


[Article: "Sequels to the Second World War" 


[Text] TRIPOLI, 5 July--Today the newspaper AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR once more 
recalled the damages and tradgedies caused by mines placed in Libyan 
territory during the Second World War, which the Libyan people suffered 
from. 


The paper contacted citizens who were victims of the after-effects of World 
War II as they were engaging in farming activities. The paper published 


photographs of these atrocities and of the victims of mine explosions. 


The paper wrote on this subject: World War II has been over for a long time, 
but it is not over on Arag Libyan territory. Mines placed by both sides all 
over Libya still constitute a serious threat. Libyans are threatened with 
death if they want to plant something or prospect for natural resources like 
petroleum etc., or build a highway or an airport. 


The popular socialist Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has repeatedly asked countries 
which waged war and placed mines on its territory to provide it with maps 
enabling it to find these mines and destroy them. But unfortunately, these 
countries--who have caused great damage in Libya, which was not part of the 
conflict--have pretended to ignore Libya's request. By acting in this way, 
they are practicing terrorism against the peaceful Libyan people. Is the 
placing of a bomb in an airplane, restaurant or airport a more terrorist 
and hateful act than placing these mines throughout Libyan territory? 


The appeal for the formation of a tribunal to study the complaints of 
victims remains valid, as does the request for compensation for damages 
caused by the colonialists to the Libyan people, who have paid for someone 
else's war. 


If those responsible to not agree to our requests, we will have no choice 
but to force them to, and bring war to their territory or to wherever they 
are. Someday they will have to pay. 


9855 
CSO: 4519/258 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


PEOPLE'S BUREAU IN BAHRAIN--Manama, 21 Aug (WAKH)--Bahrain's Foreign Ministry 
has agreed to Libya's request to change the name of its embassy in Bahrain 

te the name "Libya's People's Bureau to Bahrain," thus the Libyan ambassador 
becomes the bureau's secretary. The Libyan Government recently turned its 
embassies in a number of Arab and foreign countries to people's bureaus. 
[Text] [GF211912 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1825 GMT 21 Aug 82] 


CSO: 4500/275 
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QATAR 


LOCAL PRESS HAILS PALESTINIAN WITHDRAWAL 
GF220648 Doha Domestic Service in Arabic 0400 GMT 22 Aug 82 
[Press review] 


[Excerpt] Under the headline, "The Revolution Will Remain Stronger Than all 
Challenges", the Qatari paper AL-ARAB says: "History will record that there 
is no revolution in the world which faced such challenges and conspiracies as 
the Palestinian revolution did. History will also record that the revolution 
remained steadfast in its confrontation with all these conspiracies. It be- 
came stronger after experiencing all the sufferings it faced. While the 
Palestinian revolution has been confronting all these challenges, the Pales- 
tinian people continued to stand fast in the face of these challenges, no mat- 
ter how serious they were, and whenever the imperialist and Zionist powers 
plotted against it." 


AL-'ARAB continues: "Although the Palestinian revolution has had to withdraw 
from Beirut in order to preserve the Palestinian and Lebanese people and to 
make the Arab and whole world face their responsibilities, it has achieved 

a measure of success through its heroic steadfastness and heroic battles in 
which it confronted the enemy and inflicted huge losses on the enemy, 

losses which have not been inflicted since its occupation of Palestine and 
the beginning of its invasion of Lebanon. The revolution has achieved a 
steadfastness that has shaken the world. It has moved on the political level 
in such a way that has shaken world policies. This has reinforced the 
strength of the revolution and has affirmed that it cannot be overlooked by 
all the powers." 


In conclusion, AL-'ARAB notes that "the steadfastness of the Palestinian re- 
volution has achieved huge successes for the Palestinian issue and made Pales- 
tinian unity more profound in and out of the occupied homeland. It is enough 
to cite as evidence that all the people of the occupied territories assert 
that the PLO will remain the sole and legitimate representative of the Arab 
Palestinian people." 


Commenting on the same subject the English language paper GULF TIMES says: 


"The departure of the first group of Palestinian combatants has been impres- 
sive. It represents and end to 12 years of Palestinian-Lebanese fighting 
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unity which proved Arab brotherhood and enabled the heroic resistance [to 
repulse] an enemy which possesses the most destructive weapons in the world." 


The paper adds that "a few thousand faithful Palestinians succeeded in pre- 
serving the dignity of a 100 million people, and showed what a unified Arab 
nation can do." The paper stresses the importance of Arab unity at this stage, 
warning that the enemy may try to use the same weapons which were used in 
Beirut against another Arab country and this time it could be Syria. 


CSO: 4400/433 
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QATAR 


RADIO COMMENTARY ON REFUGEES ON AL-BIQA VALLEY 
GF251834 Doha Domestic Service in Arabic 1030 GMT 25 Aug 82 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Excerpts] After the first week of the 6 June Zionist invasion of southern 
Lebanon, large groups of Palestinians and Lebanese refugees, began to move to 
the Al-Biqa Valley in eastern Lebanon, as this area provides the refugees who 
left their camps and destroyed houses with a better opportunity for saving 
themselves from death by Israeli bombs or under the debris of houses. As a 
matter of fact, the Al-Biqa Valley is crowded with those who fled following 
the barbaric Zionist invasion of Lebanon. 


The situation in the Al-Biqa Valley seems to be more dangerous than in any 
other area where the refugees are concentrated, not only because of the pos- 
sibility of a new armed confrontation becween Syria and Israel, but also be- 
cause of the inadequacy of relief operations for these refugees. 


Officials in charge of relief operations in that area, including the UNRWA, 
the Red Cross and the various charitable relief agencies, consider that the 
situation of the Palestinian and Lebanese refugees in the Al-Biqa Valley 
may become disasterous at any time. The resumption of battles in that area 
will force hundreds of thousands of the fate-stricken refugees to leave Al- 
Biqa and head to the Syrian cities of Damascus and [word indistinct]. These 
officials say that whether or not new battles erupt there, there is another 
disaster awaiting the refugees represented by the coming winter, which is 
very cold in this narrow valley. 


CSO: 4400/433 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


BATTLE ON LEBANON CONTINUES--Manama, 21 Aug (WAKH)--Qatari Paper AL-RAYAH 
stresses that the Departure of the Palestinian combatants from Beirut does 

not end the resistance nor does it achieve the enemy's goals of liquidating the 
PLO or buying the will to continue to meet the challenges and the persistence 
to resist, to remain steadfast and to struggle. The paper adds that the de- 
parture of the Palestinian heroes from Beirut, which takes place today, comes 
after the plotting that was perpetrated by the enemies and hidden elements-- 
thus foiling their despicable aspirations--with Arab backing to maintain 
steadfastness for a longer period and inflict defeat on the enemy. [sentence 
as received] The paper warns that the enemy will not allow things to proceed 
peacefully for it will launch a perfidious operation with the aim of liquida- 
ting the historic leadership. The paper warns that the battle of Lebanon 

has not yet ended and the enemy has clearly asserted that it is getting ready 
for the next stage of aggression which is to confiont the Syrian and Palestin- 
ian forces in Al-Biqa' Valley to cause the whole of Lebanon to fall under 
Zionist domination in order to a peace treaty with this Arab country. [as 
received]. [Excerpt] [GF211250 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0815 GMT 21 Aug 82] 


CSO: 4400/433 
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TUNISIA 


RESULTS OF 1981-1982 HARVESTS BETTER THAN EXPECTED 
Tunis DIALOGUE in French No 411, 19 Jul 82 pp 38-39, 41 
[Article by Othman Gharbi: "Predictions Exceeded" 


[Text] For the first time in 7 years, the grain harvest looks relatively 
good: an estimated 13.8 million quintals compared with 12,333,000 quintals 
for the previous harvest, an increase of about 12 percent. 


For nearly 12 years, the best’ harvest had been during the 1974-1975 season, 
with 12.7 million quintals, a figure unequaled since that time and considered 
to be a record. 


However, weather conditions was more favorable than during the 1981-1982 
season. What are the factors that played a positive role in this good per- 
formance? 


The tact is that we do finally have performance, even if it is not yet up to 
our potential, as we shall see below. 


First of all, one must mention the pugnaciousness of the Tunisian farmer, 
who has learned to work under difficult weather conditions. 


This determination has been encouraged by the government within the framework 
of a grain strategy (increase in prices) aimed at ensuring the country's 
self-sufficiency in food. 


One also has the increased receptiveness of farmers to modern methods aimed 
at making up for a lack of sporadic rainfall by meeting ail technical condi- 


tions needed for optimum yield. 


In the fall of 1981, when the drought endangered livestock in the south-central 
region, the proper measures were not taken in time. 


Rain fell only for two weeks during the month of January, several weeks after 
cultivation had begun. 


The mass media following precipitation to the millimeter. 
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April 1982 came with hail. 


Grain farming is subject to the inclemencies of the weather. Any evaluation 
must therefore take climate into consideration. 


The effect of the drought on grain crops is to hinder preparation of the soil 
and planting. As a result, the amount of land planted tends to be smaller. 


Evolution of Grain Crop From 1970 to 1982 (in 1,000 quintals) 


1970-1971 8,200 
1971-1972 11,300 
1972-1973 11,000 
1973-1974 10,300 
1974-1975 12,700 
1975-1976 10,500 
1976-1977 6,700 
1977-1978 9,500 
1978-1979 9,500 
1979-1980 11,659 
1980-1981 12,333 
1981-1982 : 13,800 (estimate) 


Rainfall, when late, helps only late varieties. In particular, the south- 
central region depends on fall rains. 


However, it is the increased use of fertilizer and select seed, as well as 
chemical weedkillers, that produced better yield this year. Thanks to multi- 
faceted agricultural extension training, farmers were more receptive to re- 
commendations of agricultural technicians. 


The land had to be used for suitable crops (for example, barley in the south- 
central region because it can withstand some dryness) and the recommended tech- 
niques had to be used in order to ensure optimum yield. 


One should cite the following: improvements in growing techniques through 
better preparation of the soil, the adoption of more rational crop rotation, 
mechanization, respect for timing insofar as possible, and so on. 


Wuiile the areas to be planted, particularly in the north, may be limited 
horizontally, there is no vertical limit on yield if one practices the follow- 
ing methods: systematic utilization of high-yield strains; generalized use of 
select seed; intensive use of fertilizers and especially replacement of nitrogen 
lost with every crop; and the fight against weeds. It has been observed that 
weeds can cut yield in half. The use of weedkillers must therefore be wide- 
spread. 


lf all these actions, to which we owe the 1981-1982 harvest, were widespread, 
especially among small and average farmers, even "marginal" operators (those 
with under 10 hectares of grain), they would increase production greatly. 

With respect to fertilizer in particular, its use must be increased and more 


widely disseminated among farmers. 
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[t has been estimated in theory that the country's potential grain production 
would be somewhere in the following range, based on weather conditions: 
minimum: 7 million quintals; average, 17 million quintals; maximum, 24 mil- 
lion quintals. However, these figures are theoretical, for the Sixth Plan 
has set 15 million quintals as the feasible objective for 1986. Average an- 
nual production would be 13 million, compared with 10 million for the pre- 
ceding plan. 


For the first year of the Sixth Plan, predictions were thus exceeded. 


One can therefore hope to achieve the objective of 15 million quintals well 
before 1986. 


11,464 
CSO: 4519/266 
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TUNISIA 


OBSTACLES TO INCREASED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION EXAMINED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 23 Jul 82 p 7 


[Article by Abdelaziz Jeridi: "Prosperous Agriculture Threatened by Salinity 
of Water" ] 


[Text] The delegation of Jebeniana, located in the northeastern region of the 
governorate of Sfax, covers 50,000 hectares, of which 42,000 are arable land. 
Consequently, Jebeniana is primarily an agricultural region with 44,800 inhabi- 
tants and 12 Imadat, the largest of which are Belteche, Ajenga, Louza, Hzague, 
Essalem and El Amra. 


There is only one municipality in the whole delegation: Jebeniana City, which 
has 6,625 taxpayers. 


The most original feature of Jebeniana is that the economy is based on two 
different regions: the coast, characterized by irrigated crops, intensive 
livestock raising and fishing; and the continental area, whose traditional, 
seasonal agriculture mainly includes olive and almond trees. 


Prosperous Future for Agriculture If... 


Based on its arable land area, the Jebeniana region is primarily agricultural. 
Its crops include the following: olive trees, 29,301 hectares; almond trees, 
2,394 hectares; fruit trees, 909 hectares; grain, 3,827 hectares; grazing land, 
2,310 hectares and irrigated crops, 2,499 hectares. 


With respect to the geographic division of the land, it is predominantly 
privately owned and still has areas not worked because they are involved in 
litigation. Government land totals 2,523 hectares, privately owned land 
amounts to 26,206 hectares and the Hbous Aziza Othmana land totals 13,500 
hectares. 


Water Problem 
Irrigated crops cover 2,500 hectares, with 1,200 wells, 150 of them equipped 


with electric motors, 571 with diesel motors and the rest using the tradi- 
tional dalou. 








fhe introduction of scientific methods constantly encourages small farmers to 
modernize production methods. The number of greenhouses has gone from 55 in 
1980 to 462 this year, extending over 56 hectares. 


This has enabled the delegation to achieve self-sufficiency in the field of 


market garden crops. Quite recently, it has begun to turn to other neighboring 
markets to sell its production. 


The reasons for the prosperity of this sector can be summed up in the climatic 
conditions favorable to this type of farming. 


The tertile, well-worked land and the existence of a steady source of water 
permit continued development of the activity. However, the farmers contacted 
express a reasonable fear about their water. 


The salinity of the water is steadily rising and is now 9 percent. Farmers 


explain that the reason for this increased salinity is their use of the phreatic 
layer. 


The Jebeniana delegate, well-informed about the problem, states that Jebeniana 
is in a Zone where rainfall amounts to 365 millimeters a year. However, the 
past 4 years were catastrophic. In 1981, rainfall amounted to only 70 milli- 
meters and this year, 65. As a result, the phreatic layer is not resupplied 
and can supply only a smaller zone. For their part, the governor cf Sfax 

and regional authorities confirmed that the problem resembles the problem of 
irrigated areas in Cap-Bon. At the present time, all the attention of the 
commission set up by the Jebeniana coordinating committee and of regional 
authorities in Sfax is turned toward the drafting of a precise study and it 
is thought that the water supply might have to come from the Bourguiba Dam. 
However, this would be a long-term solution and in the meantime, agricultural 
extension workers in the region have advised farmers to adapt their crops 

to the salinity ratio: avoid gourds and replace them with sorghum, carrots 
and other market garden crops. 


Some 260 farmers were contacted in order to evaluate their real situation and 
give them aid and advice. 


Livestock Raising 


Although definitely an agricultural region, Jebeniana has a shortage of milk 
and meat. 


rhere are 690 head of local cattle and 500 imported cows. Annual production 
is an estimated 1,526,000 liters, while the delegation needs 1,918,467 liters, 
a local shortage. 


[his shortage would be reduced if one considered the losses of large quanti- 
ties due to the absence of regular distribution networks and a central dairy 
in the region. 








As tor the meat problem, annual production is only 179,328 tons, compared with 
needs of 397,638 tons, a shortage of 410,310 tons to be made up for from 

sheep and poultry. There is an egg surplus of 6,310,560 a year, exported to 
markets in the governorate. A young poultry farm promoter told us that it 

was thanks to the industriousness of the farmers that chicken raising developed 
in the region, making up for the shortage of beef and helping to stabilize 
prices. 


Regarding officials, the Jebeniana delegate told us that the situation had 
been carefully studied by regional authorities and that within the framework 
of the Sixth Plan, farmers wishing to have modern cattle or sheep raising 
operations would receive substantial credits through the Agricultural Invest- 
ment Promotion Agency soon to be launched as a safety valve for the farmers. 


Fruit Trees 


Many of the Jebeniana inhabitants are unaware of the beneficial role which 

Sidi Abu Ishaq Jebeniana played in the conservation and expansion of olive 
trees in the region. History tells us that Sidi Abu Ishaq Jebeniana was, 

in addition to his love for letters and science, a-shrewd farmer and large 
landowner. His property totaled 20,000 feet and extended as far as the current 
El Hencha. He gave plots of land to the poor and taught them to grow olive 
trees in order to live off their production. As a result, Jebeniana has had 
enviable prosperity. 


The sacred olive tree now occupies tirst place in Jebeniana's agriculture 
and yields 3,759 tons of oil a year. 


In second place is the almond tree, yielding 1,335 tons of nuts a year, while 
the peach and apricot trees yield only 218 tons a year.. The diversification 
ot orchards is long in coming for various reasons. 


One local peasant told us that the fruit trees are delicate and require con- 
stant care and expenditures, while the olive and almond trees require only 
"seasonal efforts." Furthermore, a farmer cannot spend money without being 
sure of production because it is enough for a disease to hit one plant and 
the entire plantation is soon affected. 


Another reason, this one concerning the infrastructure, is put forth. The 
litigation involving certain pieces of land must be settled, for a farmer 

without a deed cannot receive any agricultural credits or incentive loans. 
Aided by agricultural experts, local authorities are working constantly to 
clear up the situation. 


[he second problem is farm roads permitting links between farmers themselves 
and between farmers and their markets. These roads have been the object of 
particular attention from local and regional authorities. The study completed 
shows that farm roads cover 529 kilometers and require regular maintenance, 
especially during the working seasons. The commitment has been made, for one 
can no longer hand out lambs to peasants or do them minimal favors. One has 
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to attack the root of the problem, the problem of agricultural infrastructure 
enabling the farmer to move ahead. 


As we were returning home after a day among the farmers, a citizen of Jebeniana 
stopped us to ask where we were going. "To Sfax," my companion said. "Oh! 

I thought you were going to El Hencha," the hitchhiker said, continuing on his 
way after asking for regular bus service between the villages of Sfax in remote 
areas. 


11,464 
CSO: 4519/266 
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TUNISIA 


PROBLEMS OF CONTINUING HOUSING SHORTAGE DISCUSSED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 1 Jul 82 p 2 
[Article by Prof. H. H'saini: "A Praiseworthy Effort but Shortages Persist" ] 


[Text] Through the evolution of housing conditions and 
analysis of the present situation, it is possible to judge 
the results of the hosing policy conducted by Tunisia since 
independence. Now, while the action undertaken is undeni- 
ably praiseworthy, problems and shortages are still per- 
sistent and at times even increasing. 


Merely comparing the situation in 1975 and 1980, there seems to us to have 
been a certain improvement in housing conditions in Tunisia. 


The construction efforts undertaken by the public sector as well as by the 
private industries themselves have made it possible for a greater proportion 
of households throughout the country and particularly in urban areas to have 
access to home ownership. 


Thus, the proportion of homeowners increased from 64.4 percent to 70.2 percent 
between 1975 and 1980. 


Such improvement--which becomes clearer if we consider the situation in 1956 
or 1966--owes much to the popular and economical housing programs, the desired 
basic objective of which was, and remains, access to ownership by middle in- 
come classes. The contribution of the rural development programs, of which 
housing is the cornerstone, must also not be neglected. 


As a matter of fact, providing facilities--schools, water holes, roads, light- 
ing--presupposes the settling of people in units of sufficiently large size to 
make such projects protitable. 


These settlement points “consequently necessitate the construction of rural 
housing tor the previously scattered households." 


This concern to settle the agricultural population in its zone is also dis- 


cernible in the rural areas adjacent to the large cities and principally to 
Tunis and explains the volume of rural housing construction (43,731 
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accommodations were built between 1969 and 1979). This made it possible, 
despite its limitations, to achieve a good part of the objectives of the 
policy of eliminating shanty towns. In this direction, an appreciable 
reduction in the number of shacks is noted between 1975 and 1980. Their 
number is supposed to have decreased from 259,700 in 1975 to 142,000 in 1980 
or a drop of 45 percent in 5 years. From another point of view, the housing 
policy paid particular attention to improving neighborhood and housing 
tacilities. 


Even if construction delays are sometimes responsible for shortages in educa- 
tional, medical, and cultural equipment and the unsatisfactory condition of 
the road system in the new neighborhoods, the action undertaken is 
considerable. 


Public lighting, lighting of housing, running water and VKD [general network 
road system] are generally provided in all the cities promoted by the authori- 
ties. 


These improvements are perceptible when it is known that, throughout the 
country, the percentage of households supplied with running water has risen 
from 29.2 percent in 1975 to 42 percent in 1980. 


Kver-growing Demand 


But despite all this construction and all these achievements, there is still a 
long way to go before reorganizing the housing situation and guaranteeing to 
everyone decent housing that meets both his requirements and his financial 
possibilities. 


Analysis of the problems presented and their causes would lead us to speak 
further about solutions capable of ironing out difficulties and realizing 
objectives with respect to housing. 


In a country where population growth still remains high and is giving rise to 
additional demand for housing and where the housing supply--in volume and 
characteristics--does not meet the population's needs, the action to be under- 
taken is long term and required the cooperation of all concerned with housing 


supply. 


For, if we consider only housing that is occupied and taken into account the 
average size of households in the country, the situation has not evolved much 
between 1975 and 1980. 


But the most serious fact remains the inability of housing supply to satisfy 
an ever-growing demand. 


\ comparison of the needs and objectives set by the plans gives us information 
on the importance and extent of this problem. The Fourth and Fifth Plans set 
as objectives the construction of 17,000 and 25,000 houses each year, respec- 
tively. Now in 1975 the country's annual needs were evaluated at 60,000. In 
view ot these needs, the objectives--if realized--remain inadequate. 
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The 1961-1971 period bequeathed a deficit of 68,000 houses and only in recent 
years has SNIT [Tunisian National Real Estate Company] been seen to build the 
total annual amount of housing which it had planned. 


Private Sector Action is Indispensable 


This housing shortage is doubled in a no less critical aspect, namely the gap 
between supply and demand. 


In a country where the middle, or even poor, class is predominant, it is ex- 
pected that the need for housing to be provided by the public or public assis- 
tance sector is great. The low incomes combined with continued increases in 
prices of construction materials and food products are incompatible with a 
desire to save in order to purchase housing. Confronted with this small 
amount of savings and investment, the authorities stumble over a problem and 
not the least important imperative: profitability. For, in order to ensure 
the efficiency of the sector and to encourage private industry to invest in 
the construction of housing for the underprivileged classes, a guarantee of 
protitability is necessary. 


The impossibility of combining profitability with satisfaction of the needs of 
the underprivileged classes is giving rise to a housing shortage and the per- 
Sistence of shanty towns on the outskirts of the cities. 


If the costs of the housing built by SNIT are considered, it must be noted 
that they exceed the plan estimates and consequently cannot be adjusted to the 
small resources uf the majority of Tunisian households who wish to buy houses. 
The real costs are two to three times higher than those set by the plan and an 
inexpensive apartment with a price estimated by the Fifth Plan at 700 dinars 
was marketed by SNIT at between 10,000 and 11,000 dinars in 1980. 


And it is this search tor solvency which explains why, despite the advantages 
which the legislation accords it, the private sector is moving toward 
construction of luxury apartments, the profitability and marketing of which 
are certain. And this situation is all the more serious since the real estate 
sector has a certain attraction for potential investors, thus "diverting" 
important amounts of capital from the productive sectors and leaving the 
authorities the heavy burden of providing housing for the insolvent classes 
sho are by far the most numerous. 


The housing problem as it exists in Tunisia seems in large part connected with 
the structure of real estate promotion. But other factors such as land and 
real estate speculation and speculation in construction materials also have a 
hand in the persistence of the housing crisis. With demand increasing, the 
speculators are delighted to initiate price increases. Staggering 
increases.... Naturally, under these conditions the housing crisis is being 
perpetuated and accentuated even in a country where the processes or rural 
exodus and urbanization are far from ending. Spontaneous neighborhoods such 
as Douar Hicher, Cite Tadhamen and others ... are obvious proof of the limits 
of the housing policy and the effort that must be made to remedy the situation 
by strengthening certain choices and revising others. 
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For, while it is undeniable that the public sector must assume most of this 
action aimed at providing adequate housing to each household, the role of the 
private sector is indispensable and its support vital to a total solution of 
the housing issue in Tunisia. 


Perhaps the legislation concerning real estate promotion must be revised in a 
direction which would make it possible to associate the private promoters 
still turther with this construction work for the underprivileged classes. 


Noting the concern for profitability which animates the private promoters in a 
major way, the authorities will have the task of judging the means and advan- 
tages capable of interesting them in providing housing for the insolvent 
classes. 


For it is by achieving a certain complementarity between the role of the 
public and the private sectors that the housing policy can achieve its 
objective with respect to public housing. 


in the same way, the authorities can interest the banks in participating in 
the construction of public housing. 


Again, concerning real estate promotion, the procedure for the participation 
by heads of enterprises and employers in the financing of housing intended for 
wage earners should be reinforced and strengthened. 


Rental Housing: For a Limited Period of Occupancy 


In another connection, the role which devovles on the Social Security Fund in 
providing rental housing should be strengthened for the simple reason that a 
moderate or low rent is within the reach of many bachelors and young house- 
holds whose resources are often modest. Rental housing will make savings, and 
later home owning, possible. It makes it possible to shield the household for 
a period for the exorbitant rents which prevail in urban environments and 
principally in Tunis. This assumes the determination of a limited occupancy 
period allowing the occupant couple to save for the purchase of their home and 
a new couple to profit from the advantages of rental housing in order to save 
in their turn. Moreover, the provision of rental housing by these security 
organizations may possibly mitigate the housing crisis in the sense that ii 
discourages private initiative. The fact that they pay a moderate rent may 
induce the household not to think about building their own house. This cannot 
tail to reduce the pressure of private demand on the housing market and make 
possible a better equation between the supply and demand tor land and 
construction materials. 


lhis is another action that the authorities are called on to undertake and 
even to encourage. The build-it-yourself formulas carried out as part of some 
housing operations in Tunis, if generalized, can be a great help in the solu- 
tion of the housing crisis in the country. 


9 380 
CSO: 4519/231 


60 











TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


KUWAITI DEVELOPMENT LOAN--5,000 hectares of land located in Soukra, Mornag 
and Sebbala, in the region of Tunis, will be irrigated with recycled water 
from the purification stations of the National Sanitation Office (ONAS). 
This project is the object of a loan agreement between Tunisia and the 
Kuwaiti Economic Development Fund. The amount of the loan is 9.5 million 
Tunisian dinars plus interest of 3 percent per year; the loan is to be 
reimbursed over a 25 year period, with 7 years’ grace. This loan will also 
serve to finance other agricultural projects like: - the construction of 
new pumping stations and the consolidation of existing ones; - the 
establishment of principal and secondary irrigation networks; - the 
establishment of waste networks and agricultural trails; - the construction 
of depots, stables and a repair shop for agricultural machinery; - the 
purchase of agricultural machinery necessary for the project. It should 

be noted that the implementation of this project will begin during the 
second half of 1982 and will be completed in 1985. [Text] [Tunis DIALOGUE 
in French No 410, 12 Jul 82 p 39] 9855 


FIVE GAS TURBINES--The private Italian company FIAT will deliver five gas 
turbines to Tunisia worth $40 million. These turbines, which produce 
almost 200,000 kilowatts of electric power, will be installed in Korba, 
Robbana and Kasserine, where power plants will be built. [Text] [Tunis 
DIALOGUE in French No 410, 12 Jul 82 p 39] 9855 


cso: 4519/258 END 
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